projects in rewarding collaborations. There is no question that a big part of this recognition should be credited to him.
Finally, Joseph Dove has been more than a giant. He has been my Rock of Gibraltar and I was lucky enough to meet him when we were only undergraduates. Last fall, we celebrated our 33rd wedding anniversary with our two children, Meredith (17) and Emerson (12) . Joe has provided unconditional support these many years.
In closing, I would like to remind you that Dana's classification scheme, first published in 1837, became the basis for categorizing our mineralogical world-from planetary cores to atmospheric nanoparticles. But did you know that Dana was also a zoologist and wrote books about corals and crustaceans? I wonder if he considered the skeletons of these creatures in the context of crystals? The origins of their shapes, compositions, and how they grew? Or how their patterns are controlled by biochemistry through genetics?
Whether he thought of these things or not, I am confident that Dana would be delighted to see biological minerals in the modern scientific landscape. Biology is teaching us a lot of new things about mineral formation. But let's not fool ourselves. Today's understanding of biominerals is merely embryonic compared to what our students are going to uncover over the next 20 years.
So there you have it. I dedicate this Dana Medal to all of the giants in our lives. They are the teachers, advisors, and parents who have inspired each of us. This mid-career award is also a reminder of our obligation to pay forward to the next generation. With all of you-whether you are a past or future giant-I humbly share this challenge. Thank you.
